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The following work shows the difficulties encountered in the early detection of cerebral
palsy in children, ages newborn to 1 year with risks of developing motor disorders.

The purpose of this presentation is to analyze the way of handling information in patients
with cerebral palsy. As far as methods and materials are concerned, a data base was used
which consisted of 2 protocols: Protocol A with 14 items to be filled in by the
corresponding professionals and Protocol B with 54 items prepared as a questionnaire for

parents.

This retrospective sample of 100 cases of children with cerebral palsy took into account
topography, clinical classification, and degree of severity. We paid special attention to
the detection of cerebral palsy at an early age, the kind of treatment applied, and when
the latter was started. Another aspect under consideration was the parents' reaction when
facing the diagnosis. In general terms, parents reached the diagnosis of "cerebral palsy"
in different ways, but the most outstanding one was, at the very beginning, that of
paralyzing shock. On noticing this reaction, parents were encouraged to propose different

"labels" connected to this disorder.

In conclusion, the 3 most relevant findings are: difficulty in reaching a diagnosis, negative

effect of the diagnosis on parents, and delay in beginning treatment.



